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ed in the twelve volumes of " Proceedings," " Bulletin," and 
"Journal," issued by the society since' 1852, sufficiently attest 
the vitality of geography in the country at large. — Sir Rutherford 
Alcock's address before the London Geographical Society. 

Geographical News. — Mr. Wetherman has published at Lima 
a valuable report on his exploration of the Peruvian tributaries of 
the Amazon, giving an account of an adventurous descent of the 
rivers Perene, Tambo, and Ucayali, in balsas, specially constructed 
for the purpose, says the Geographical Magazine. — A Dutch Arc- 
tic reconnoissance has been resolved upon by the Dutch Arctic 
Committee, which will dispatch in the next May a small sailing 
vessel of 85 tons to the Spitzberger and Barents seas. The ex- 
pedition is paid for by the voluntary contributions of the whole 
people of Holland. — Herr Kiepert has lately presented to the Berlin 
Geographical Society a new map of Armenia, which embraces all 
available information and shows many additions to our previous 
knowledge of that region. — Among new books are, Upper Egypt, 
its People and its Products, by C. B. Klunzinger, M.D., with a 
prefatory notice, by Dr. George Schweinfurth (London, Blackie. 
1878) ; The Monuments of Upper Egypt; A Translation of the 
Itineraire de la Haute Egypte, of Auguste Marietto Bey (Lon- 
don : Triibner, 1 877). 

MICROSCOPY. 1 

The Postal Club. — During the past year this society has con- 
tinued its operations with full numbers, and with marked interest 
on the part of its members. The varied character of the objects 
contributed, and the sociable, gossipy nature of the notes, have 
made the boxes welcome throughout every pail of the twenty- 
seven circuits. Comparatively few slides have been broken on 
the way or by careless handling, especially in those circuits where 
the new style of boxes has been in use; and scarcely any annoy- 
ance has been experienced except an occasional refusal of some 
postmaster to take the boxes because they contained glass. Even 
the difficulty in regard to the legality of mailing the slides has 
been as yet but a small and exceptional evil. The law against 
mailing glass is plain enough, the slides are unquestionably glass, 
and the objects are doubtless articles contained in glass; and it 
has been known from the first that to demand our rights under 
the law would be to break up the very useful practice of sending 
slides through the mails. Where the slides are properly packed 
and posted, however, without question or comment, there are very 
few postmasters known to be so stupidly officious as to take 
any notice of an act so perfectly harmless in itself and so entirely 
in accordance with the spirit of the law. 

In addition to the regular boxes of the club, several contribu- 

1 This department is edited by Dr. R. H. Ward, Troy, N. Y. 
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tions have been made during the year of special boxes of such 
excellence as to require particular mention. One of these is a 
set of exquisite vegetable sections, double-stained in compound 
dye by Dr. Beatty's method, prepared and contributed by W. G. 
Corthel of Boston. Another, a series of unsurpassed crystalliza- 
tions for the polariscope, by G. E. Bailey, of Lincoln, Neb. And 
a third, the beautiful preparations of Bermuda shells, by C. C. Mer- 
riam, of Rochester, already described in the Naturalist. 

During the year the club has lost two well-known members by 
death, Edwin Bicknell, of Cambridge, one of the most skillful of 
workers both with the instrument and at the preparing table, and 
Dr. Geo. D. Beatty, of Baltimore, one of the most talented, culti- 
vated and promising of the cultivators of microscopy in this 
country. 

The offices of secretary and treasurer have heretofore been 
combined, and ably filled by the Rev. A. B. Hervey, of Troy, to 
whose thorough and genial management the club is indebted for 
much of its success. The duties of the position having outgrown 
the time at his command and compelled him to offer his resigna- 
tion, the managers have determined to recommend, instead of 
accepting the resignation, to divide the office and the labor by 
electing a separate treasurer who shall also act as assistant secre- 
tary. This change will doubtless be adopted by the club, and 
add to the ease and efficiency of its management. 

A new Mailing Box for Slides. — A new style of mailing box 
contrived by Dr. R. H. Ward, has been adopted by the Postal 
Club, and has proved successful beyond anything tried before. 
An account of it is therefore published in the hope that it may be 
made more generally useful. 

In the boxes hitherto used for posting slides, the slides are 
occasionally found shattered to pieces, while the box containing 
them is quite uninjured or only a little strained. In some boxes con- 
taining six or twelve slides, half or more of the slides have been 
found broken in a perfectly sound box. This seemed to indicate not 
the effect of a crushing blow but the result of the inertia of the 
slide itself, which was only supported by the wooden racks at the 
ends and more or less perfectly by the cotton stuffed around it. 
An adequate occasion for such an accident might be furnished by 
throwing the mail-bag from a wagon to the pavement, or trans- 
ferring it to or from a rapidly-moving train. It was therefore 
decided to reject the wooden rack altogether, and instead to sup- 
port the slide by the whole of its edges and much of its sides by 
cloth, leather, india-rubber, or other soft and evenly-yielding 
material. This may be attained with the common boxes by 
removing the racks, lining the top, bottom and ends with thick, 
soft cloth, and arranging folds of the cloth, glued or stitched in 
place, like a rack at each end of the box so that a double thi 
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ness of the cloth shall extend between the slides from each end 
one inch towards the centre. It is better, however, to have the 
boxes made for this use somewhat larger than the customary 
size, so that very thick beaver cloth can be used for the packing. 
For six slides a box may be made of hard wood 3-i6ths of an 
inch thick, 3^3 inches long, 1^ wide and 1 J^ deep inside meas- 
urement. The folds of cloth should be so arranged that not 
more than an inch in the centre of the slide is unsupported, 
except when large cover-glasses are to be used, when more space 
should be left to avoid pressing on the cover. The outside of the 
box is covered with strong thin cloth. 

The comparative safety of this method is indicated by the expe- 
rience of the Postal Club. During a trial of several months in 
many of the circuits, not one slide is known to have been broken 
while packed in this manner, while to slides in the ordinary boxes 
with wooden racks accidents are unfortunately frequent. For 
sending by express these boxes should be made of thicker wood, 
or enclosed in larger cases, to prevent crushing by the weight of 
heavy packages* among which they may be carried. 
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— At the late meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science at Nashville, Tenn., Dr. T. Sterry Hunt 
presented a report on the subject of an International Geological 
Congress, from- which we extract the following: 

"The Committee to arrange for an International Geological 
Exhibition and Congress, to be held in Paris in 1878, was 
appointed by this Association at Buffalo, in August, 1876, and 
consisted of Messrs. W. B. Rogers, James Hall, J. W. Dawson, 
J. S. Newberry, T. Sterry Hunt, R. Pumpelly, and C. H. Hitch- 
cock, together with T. H. Huxley for England, O. Torell, for 
Sweden, and E. H. von Baumhauer for Holland. At a meeting 
of the committee at Buffalo on the 25th of August, 1876, James 
Hall was chosen chairman, and T. Sterry Hunt, secretary. It was 
then agreed to prepare a circular, setting forth the plan of an 
International Geological Exhibition, which should form a part of 
the general Exhibition to be held at Paris in 1878, and indicating 
a scheme for the organization of the geological collections to be 
sent thereto by the nations taking a part in that exhibition, and, 
moreover, proposing an International Geological Congress to be 
held at Paris." 

" The circular in accordance with this plan was duly prepared 
and printed in English, French and German, and before the end 
of the year had been sent by the Secretary to the principal 
scientific societies and academies, as well as to the workers in 



